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Date 29 July 2020

Report Author Julia Gruffydd 

Job title Democratic Services Manager 

Contact Details Julia.gruffydd@beacons-npa.gov.uk 
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Purpose of Report To present proposals to the Authority from the Governance 
and Member Development Working Group in respect of 
membership of the Audit and Scrutiny Committee and 
Appointments Committee

Single Integrated 
Assessment

Not applicable

List of  Enclosures None

Public Interest Test Not applicable

Recommendations a) That no changes be made to the composition of 
the Audit and Scrutiny Committee; 

b) That changes to the composition of the 
Appointments Committee be agreed as outlined in 
the report.

1.1 Introduction

At the Authority meeting on 26 June 2020 the following proposals were made:

a) To amend the terms of reference of the Audit and Scrutiny Committee to 
continue to exclude the Chairs of the Authority and Planning, Access and Rights 
of Way Committee but not the Deputy Chairs.

b) To amend the terms of reference of the Appointments Committee to include in 
its remit the design and oversight of a performance appraisal process for the 
Chief Executive.
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In respect of (a) the Authority did not agree the proposed change in composition of 
Audit and Scrutiny Committee and asked the Governance and Member Development 
Working Group to consider what the composition should be.

In respect of (b) the Authority agreed the addition to the remit of the Appointments 
Committee but asked the Governance and Member Development Working Group to 
consider what the composition should be, as they felt the existing membership of the 
Chairs and Deputy Chairs of the Authority, Planning, Access and Rights of Way 
Committee and Audit and Scrutiny Committee might not ensure that the committee 
made best use of the skills of the wider membership.

1.2 Proposals

The working group met on 3 July 2020 and had a full debate on both issues, taking in the 
need for a balance of local authority and Welsh Government appointed members and 
maximising the experience and skills of members.  They concluded the following:

Audit and Scrutiny Committee Composition

In order to maintain a level of separation, scrutiny and accountability the working group 
felt that the original composition which excluded the Chairs and Deputy Chairs of the 
Authority and Planning, Access and Rights of Way Committee should remain unchanged.  
The composition should therefore remain as:

1. The Committee shall comprise nine Members of the Authority.  The balance shall 
be six Unitary Authority Members and three Welsh Government appointees.

2. The Chair and Deputy Chair of the Authority and the Planning, Access and Rights of 
Way Committee will not be eligible to serve on this Committee.

Appointments Committee Composition

The working group considered the original rationale behind the composition which 
included the fact that four out of the six chairs/deputy chairs were remunerated and 
thus might be expected to take on additional roles, and the fact that as ‘senior’ members 
they would bring experience and gravitas to any appointments process.  

However, they felt on balance that this would be addressed through retaining the three 
Chairs on the committee, but proposed widening the membership to allow the rest of 
the members to make up the full composition.  They recommended a small increase in 
the number of members to maximise skills on the committee and to facilitate the 
proportionality requirement under paragraph 13 of Schedule 7 of the Environment Act 
1995 (http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1995/25/schedule/7/paragraph/13) to appoint a 
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balance of two thirds local government appointed members and one third Welsh 
Government appointed members to all committees.

They therefore proposed the following:

Number of Members:  the number of members as required by proportionality 
requirements for Local and Welsh Government appointments. Membership shall be 
between 6 and 9 members to facilitate this as far as is practicable. 

Membership: consisting of the (i) Chairs of National Park Authority, Planning and 
Rights of Way Committee and Audit and Scrutiny Committee and (ii) between 3 and 6 
further members (appointed to maintain proportionality requirements for Local and 
Welsh Government appointments). 

1.3 Implications

In relation to the Appointments Committee the proposals ensure that proportionality 
of membership is facilitated and a wider range of member skills and experience can be 
drawn upon.  The terms of reference agreed by the Authority also give flexibility for the 
Authority to call upon skills in the wider membership.   

For Audit and Scrutiny Committee the separation of accountabilities can be maintained. 

1.4 Risk

The Authority needs to make a decision on the composition of both committees in 
order to appoint members at the AGM and ensure all committees are fully operational.

1.5 Conclusion

Members are asked to support the recommendations of the Governance and Member 
Development Working Group.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

a) That no changes be made to the composition of the Audit and Scrutiny 
Committee; 

b) That changes to the composition of the Appointments Committee be 
agreed as outlined in the report.


